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The Federal Union school of thought seeks to get over the
difficulties into which the League of Nations got by federat-
ing first the States of Europe and then those of the whole
world. In this way its more sanguine supporters hope to see
national rivalries ended, a joint federal police force created,
and full economic co-operation developed between all the
member States. This programme has won a great deal of
sympathy among the non-thinking who prefer to ignore the
difficulties rather than to try and solve them. Socialists do
not believe such a Federal Union to be practical politics
in Europe at the end of the war, and rightly point out that
even if it were established it would leave many difficulties
unsolved. For the wide extent and great resources of the
existing Federal Union of the U.S.A. have not removed un-
employment and numerous other economic problems within
its boundaries. There is the fear among many Socialists that
schemes for a Federal Union might easily lead to the cutting
down of the standard of life of the more advanced peoples of
the Western world and the restoration or bolstering up of
capitalism within the Federal Union.

If Federal Union is not a practical or desirable solution,
what form must this new international organization take?
In the first place, the peace treaties should aim at giving
self-government to all the peoples of Europe and to those in
other parts of the world who are capable of governing them-
selves. Frontiers should be drawn up to leave as small
minorities as possible on the wrong side. Where national
passions run high, it is obviously better that there should
be a transference of populations, as has been so successful
between Greece and Turkey, rather than a survival of
trouble-making minorities. Such minorities as are not trans-
ferred should have certain cultural guarantees, but should
be expected loyally to co-operate in the running of the State
in which they live. The government of colonial territories
not yet fit for self-government should be controlled by the
International Organization and all possible steps taken to fit
their inhabitants for self-government at an early date. All
members of this new League should be prepared to submit
quarrels with other States to arbitration whatever question is
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